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Rush to prepay NC property 
taxes may be for naught 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
bmurphy@meclatchyde.com 


Hundreds of taxpayers across 
the Triangle have rushed to 
prepay their 2018 property tax- 
es, hoping to claim a deduction 
before new federal tax policies 
take effect and cap the amount 
taxpayers can write off in state 
and local taxes. 

In Wake County, 560 tax- 
payers have prepaid about $2.3 
million in 2018 property taxes, 


according to Marcus Kinrade, 
the county’s director of revenue. 
Orange County has gotten hun- 
dreds of requests to prepay, and 
the majority of people in line 
Wednesday in Durham County 
were there to prepay, according 
to officials there. 

But according to guidelines 
released by the IRS on 
‘Wednesday, North Carolinians 
may be out of luck. Property 
taxes in North Carolina are not 
assessed until July after counties 
set rates. Payments are due 


Sept. 1, but not considered late 
until Jan. 5. 

That makes North Carolina 
counties similar to the hypothet- 
ical county in what the IRS 
guidelines call Example 2. In 
that example, taxpayers who 
prepay their 2018 property taxes 
in 2017 “will not be allowed to 
deduct the prepayment on their 
federal tax returns because the 
county will not assess the prop- 
erty tax for the 2018-2019 tax 
year until July 1, 2018.” 

“I don’t believe we fall into 


the category of the ability to use 
this as a deduction because our 
taxes are not imposed until after 
the rate is set,” said Kimberly 
Simpson, tax administrator for 
Durham County. 

Said Kinrade: “The second 
scenario basically mimics the 
way property taxes work in 
North Carolina.” 

Republicans’ tax bill, passed 
quickly by the House and Senate 
this month and signed by Presi- 
dent Donald Trump before 
Christmas, caps the amount 


taxpayers can deduct for state 
and local taxes at $10,000 —a 
move that could have huge 
impacts on states like New York, 
California, Illinois and parts of 
Virginia. 

But taxpayers with large prop- 
erty tax bills and large state tax 
bills would be affected no mat- 
ter what state they live in. In 
Wake County, for example, a 
married couple filing jointly 
with a $500,000 home and 
$100,000 in household income 
would owe just over the 
$10,000 cap in property and 
state taxes. 

North Carolina counties are 
not obliged to accept prepay- 
ments, but Wake, Durham and 
Orange are accepting them, 
using estimates from 2017 taxes 
to provide a baseline for the 
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2 state 
agents 
allege 
violations 
in inquiry 


BY WILL DORAN 
wdoran@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

What started with an investi- 
gation into threats against a 
millionaire banker has now led 
to two North Carolina law en- 
forcement officers being reas- 
signed after what they call a 
witch hunt by top leaders at the 
State Bureau of Investigation. 

The two agents allege consti- 
tutional violations and whistle- 
blower retaliation in the course 
of an internal investigation into 
a rape accusation. The made- 
for-TV allegations are coming to 
light for the first time as their 
cases move forward in an office 
that hears appeals from state 
employees who think they have 
been wrongfully fired or punish- 
ed. 

One of the men was an assist- 
ant director of Alcohol Law 
Enforcement, a state police 
agency that investigates alcohol- 
related violations. 

He said he was demoted and 
had his pay cut by $15,000 a 
year because he noticed mul- 
tiple violations of state policy, 
state law and the U.S. Constitu- 
tion during an internal investi- 
gation into one of his agents and 
tried to stop those violations. 
He’s claiming he was a victim of 
whistleblower retaliation. 

The other man appealing is 
the agent in question. He’s 
claiming he was unfairly target- 
ed in an investigation whose 
outcome was determined before 
it even began. He was reas- 
signed and given a 10-day un- 
paid suspension. 

Both men are asking for their 
jobs and their money back. 

The SBI - North Carolina’s 
version of the FBI - has denied 
many of the allegations made 
against its senior leaders by the 
two ALE employees, and it’s 
fighting their appeals in court. 
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BY DAVID MENCONI 
dmenconi@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 


verybody in Raleigh 
has ideas about what 
Dorothea Dix Park 


should become. Just 
ask Kate Pearce, who hears 
them all. 

“One suggestion was actual- 
ly for a ‘Gaelic football field,’ ” 
said Pearce, a city of Raleigh 
senior planner who is working 
on the project. “Or fields for 
Ultimate Frisbee, a Frisbee 
golf course, things like that. 


To make suggestions about the future of Dix Park, go to the 
“Share Ideas” link at Dix306.org. To learn of events in the Dix 
planning process, see “Events & Programming” at 


DorotheaDixPark.org. 


The role of music, culture, art 
and recreation are the fun 
things everyone wants to talk 
about now. But we’re thinking 
broader, more long term.” 

So far, most of the trans- 
formation of the 306-acre 


park, just south of downtown, 
has been abstract and hypo- 
thetical. 

But 2018 should see some 
major momentum as gather- 
ings seek public input on 
everything from the natural 


Vision for Dix transformation 
expected to take shape in 2018 


News & Observer file photo 


Richard Hardison, left, and Christa Vick play cornhole in April at the first Spring Fling at Dix Park near downtown Raleigh. Gatherings are 
planned next year to enable the public to give input on features the park will have in the future. 


water systems to possible cul- 
tural attractions. A vision for 
the park’s future is expected to 
be unveiled in fall 2018. 

“This is not a homework 
assignment where a few ideas 
come in, the planners go away 
and then come back two years 
later with a plan they lay on 
everybody,” said Sean Malone, 
president/CEO of the Dix Park 
Conservancy nonprofit. “It’s a 
process about creating an 
organic, authentic place in the 
community. 

The development of Dix 
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